274          HIS ROYAL PROGRESS
"All day we drifted witn the streamy
But at night we camped on shore; And I noticed soon that the Queen and the Crew In my fattening frame took an interest new
Which they had not displayed before.
" I was puzzled at first and scarcely could think
What on earth to make of the matter. Each anatomical curve they noted, As they sat by the hour and silently gloated On my form, growing fatter and fatter.
" One night I awoke to find the Queen
Was pinching my calf when I caught her. And one morning I found Gosh feeling my ribs, And I saw that, in spite of some palpable fibs, His lips were beginning to water.
" Devotion and love are all very well, And undoubtedly priceless treasures. If I wished to avoid being masticated By those who were nearly and dearly related, It was time to take drastic measures.
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"That very same day on turning a bend,
We came within sight of the sea, And there was a ship sailing by in the offing. Great Gosh was asleep, and the Conjugal Coffin
Was as damp as she well could be.